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Background of Comhaltas

In January 1951, representatives of the Thomas Street (Dublin) Pipers' Club went to Mullingar for a meeting with traditional music enthusiasts to discuss the founding of an organisation to promote Irish traditional music and the organisation of a great annual festival of Irish traditional music, song and dance. 

At that time, although the ordinary people of Ireland loved traditional music, the thousands of traditional musicians in the country were largely unappreciated in popular social and intellectual circles. The aim was to promote traditional music and to arrest the decline in its popularity. The cream of traditional Irish musicians played a major role in furthering this aim.

On October 14th, 1951, at Árus Ceannt, Thomas Street, Dublin, the first standing Committee of Cumann Ceoltóirí na hÉireann was elected. The name was later changed to Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, the aims of which are:

· To promote Irish Traditional Music in all its forms;

· To restore the playing of the harp and Uilleann Pipes in the National life of Ireland;

· To promote Irish Traditional Dancing 

· To foster and promote the Irish Language at all times;

· To create a closer bond among all lovers of Irish music;
· To co-operate with all bodies working for the restoration of Irish Culture.

http://www.comhaltas.com/about/index.htm



Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann
Harp of Tara - KINGSTON

 Harp of Tara 

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann 
The Association of Irish Musicians. 

Stepping Out 

With the IRISH
(And you don’t have to be Irish to enjoy the jigs and reels or the easy, fun, social dances.  All welcome)
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Irish Language

Irish Music
Irish Dance - Set and Céilí

Regular Workshops, Sessions and 

Céilí’s
Over 25 Years 
promoting the Music, Culture and Arts of Ireland in Kingston
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Contact
Julie Bowes, Secretary
 634-0161 or bowesjulie@sympatico.ca 

──────────────────────────Language
Irish Language Classes
Beginner and Intermediate Levels

All welcome.
Weekly, every Wednesday, Beginners 6-7:15. Intermediate 7:30-9:00.  . 

Classes at both levels are informal and conversationally oriented.  A monthly "social evening" in Irish is also organized.  No charge.
Contact Aralt Mac Giolla Chainnigh at (613) 541-6000 ext 6042 or kenny-h@rmc.ca
Irish Language Immersion Weekend
April, 2007. 
All levels, from absolute Beginner to Advanced, with music, dance and great company.
Contact Aralt Mac Giolla Chainnigh at (613) 541-6000 ext 6042 or kenny-h@rmc.ca.
Gaeltacht Immersion Week

Contact Aralt, as above
────────────────────────Dance

Irish Social Dance Classes
All welcome, all ages.
Weekly, every Wednesday 7:30-9:30. 
Irish Social Dance is fun and easy to learn, for all ages. No partner required, completely informal fun group that gets together to enjoy the music and dance. No charge.
Contact Stephen or Julie at 634-0161 or bowesjulie@sympatico.ca
Monthly Céilí

Every 2nd Saturday of the Month, 8 p.m. at St Francois d’Assise, (512 Frontenac St, at Princess). 
The music and dance come together at the regular monthly Comhaltas Céilí. All musicians welcome to play along with the House band. Great live music for dancing or just enjoying. Normally, a session precedes the Céilí.
Please call or check web to confirm date and location, which sometimes changes

Contact Robert MacDiarmid at 544-1055 or rmacdiar@yahoo.com

──────────────────────────Music

Slow Session

Every Tuesday Evening, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. At the RCHA, 193 Ontario Street, at Clarence. 

A session is an informal group of friends in a circle, playing tunes together. A ‘slow’ session is a session for people new to their instruments, or new to the repertoire, with a limited, easy to learn repertoire, played slowly. 

All levels of play and all types of instruments are welcome. No charge
Contact Robert MacDiarmid at 544-1055 or rmacdiar@yahoo.com
(There is also a regular session, every Tuesday at 9, at the Tir Na nOg pub.)
Sunday Siamsa
Every 3rd Sunday, 2 p.m., Kingston Brew Pub, upstairs 

A social, a good time with friends and great tunes, dance, songs, stories and poems. All welcome, all ages, no charge. Occasionally, workshops precede the Siamsa.
..Contact Jack Hickman at 546-7597 or jack.hickman@sympatico.ca






Harp of Tara Executive


Chair - Stephen Rayner 


634-0161, � HYPERLINK "mailto:stephen.rayner@sympatico.ca" �stephen.rayner@sympatico.ca�. 


Vice-Chair - Jack Hickman


546-7597 jack.hickman@sympatico.ca


Treasurer – Robert MacDiarmid


544-1055. rmacdiar@yahoo.com


Secretary - Julie Bowes


634-0161 � HYPERLINK "mailto:bowesjulie@sympatico.ca " ��bowesjulie@sympatico.ca �


Public Relations - Robert Mac Diarmid


 rmacdiar@yahoo.com


Dance Officers – Steve & Julie


634-0161 � HYPERLINK "mailto:bowesjulie@sympatico.ca " ��bowesjulie@sympatico.ca �


Irish Language Officer – Ruth Wehlau 542-3146


 Music Officer – Jack Hickman


546-7597, jhickman1@sympatico.ca 


Auditor – Elizabeth Leighton


Web Sites


Harp of Tara http://www.srayner.ca/comhaltas/


E-mail newsletter of Irish 


 Cultural Events rmacdiar@yahoo.com




















